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greatest man of his time, Sicily was gained, and Aragon
became a great maritime power.

Juana I., heiress of Navarre, had married Philippe IV.
of France. For two generations the kingdoms were
divided, and as Navarre had long ceased to have any
Moorish border, it wholly ceased from concerning itself
in these wars. Portugal had likewise long ago made
up its frontier., and the Moors of Granada were left
at 'peace both by their Spanish neighbours and the
Africans. In 1298, Mohammed III. was able to pur-
chase Algesiras from the Emir of Morocco, and thus
reigned over the whole country to the south of the
Sierra de Comares, between Carthagena and Almeria.
He was said to have been the handsomest man then
in existence, until he injured his eyesight by studying
through the greater 'part of the nights, and became
too blind to carry on the government at any critical
moment.

"When young Fernando IV. of Castille came of age,
he called on Jayme II. of Aragon to unite with him
in a grand attack on the Moors. Jayme besieged
Almeria, and Fernando attacked at the same time
Algesiras and Gibraltar. The importance of the
latter place depending on the use of cannon com-
manding the Straits, it had not then been so fortified
but that Fernando was able to take it by surprise, and
according to the Castilian fashion, expelled all the
inhabitants. One poor old man, who had been driven
from his home twice before, stood lamenting in the
streets before the young conqueror. " Woe is me! I
am banished again in my old age. Thy great-grand-
father Fernando drove me out of Seville, and I fled to
Xeres. Thy grandfather Alfonso banished me from
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